DECLARATION OF BRAD CLARK
UNDER PENALTY OF PERJURY I, Brad Clark, make the following Declaration:

My name is Brad Clark. I reside with my family at 4220 Farrell Road, Dexter, MI 48130. As a boy I helped
my father farm, and I have enjoyed raising my children on our small farm in the country outside Dexter. Up
until the Spring of 2006, we had maintained a small herd of about 15 beef cattle in our cow-calf operation. Qur
customers were neighbors and friends who preferred the taste of our beef, and who relied on our practices of
raising the animals humanely, fed mostly by grazing and in the winter on hay, with only necessary medication
for illness. We used no hormones or other medicines for growth.

My principal employment is as an electrician, so our beef operation was done part-time. This kept us very
busy, although our farming operation typically did not break even. It was a lifestyle which I value, and it was
important in the raising of our children, as it was to me when growing up.

Due to State of Michigan requirements of the tuberculosis prevention program, our cattle were required to
have TB ear tags, and we easily complied with these easily applied tags. However, in February, 2006 I was
surprised and concerned to receive notice from the State of Michigan that without my knowledge, my home
and farm had been assigned a Premises Identification Number and that extensive reporting, and identification
of all my animals would have to be done by tagging with Radio Frequency Identification Devices (RFID)
which I had to purchase and attach in a precise spot on the animal's left ear. The premises ID number was a
national number, in a prescribed 15-digit alphanumeric number designed by USDA. A copy of the letter
describing all of this is attached. It was all very official, and there was no question that I had no choice. It was
mandatory for my cattle.

After checking everything that this whole program might require, I reluctantly decided that part-time farming
was going to get way too complicated and expensive, not to mention difficult and dangerous. I understood that
the RFID chip had to be permanently attached to the animal's ear, and although I could buy the tags for $2.00
each (who knows, how much more in the future?), I would also need to purchase an applicator to install it, or
would have to hire a vet to do it. So, this is automatically more complication and expense. I had a bull in my
herd, and my experience with him with simple TB tags, convinced me that I would be no match for his 1800
Ibs. which didn't want me sticking something in a precise location on his ear. Getting an animal like that to
hold still is almost impossible, and unlike the TB tags, the RFID tags need precise placement. Part-time
farming, no matter how enjoyable, can't raise the risk that I become injured or disabled, or worse yet, that one
of my family be injured as a result of these requirements. And then, I would have had to check the tags on all
my cattle every day and report and replace lost tags right away. These kind of tags get rubbed off on trees and
otherwise get lost all the time. And finally, I would keep all the records, and make reports of all movements to
the State. With a full-time job and all the chores on the farm, additional and potentially dangerous work,
expense and time were all too much.

Consequently, during the Spring of 2006 I sold the herd to avoid this hassle, and since then we are down to a
couple of animals for our family's personal use, since these few animals don't have to have the RFID tags.

The final result is we no longer have a herd, and neighbors who relied on us as a source of good beef had to
turn elsewhere. I no longer buy winter hay from other local farmers, and a life-long way of life for me and my
family has dwindled nearly to nothing, directly as a result of the government deciding to complicate my life
and increase my costs as a farmer.

SIGNED:__E)MQ_Qt ) Q.QJ*M 5—'3#09

o ad Clark Date
312

Before me this }dth ay of May, 2008 did appear Brad Clark, personally known to me and duly sworn, who

acknowledged and signed in my presence the foregoing Declaration gs his free and volgtary act.
Notary Public, Washtenaw County, Michigan m V : ,

My Commission Expires: March 30, 2012 o Stephen T. Bemis
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